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Minutes – General Membership Meeting (virtual) 
September 6th, 2023 8:00 pm EST
Attendees: Shelley Hall, Katherine Clark, Phyllis Billia, Amanda Vest, Cindy Martin, Mallory Mouradjian, Sharon Larson, Salpy Pamboukian, Nadia Fida, Nosheen Reza, Shuktika Nandkeolyar, Dharini Ramu, Johann Contreras, Elina Minami, Roopa, Varinder Randhawa, Rebecca Cogwell, Edlira Tam, Preethi Pirlamarla, Rebecca Angerstein, Sarah Schroeder, Pooja Prasad, Eman, Elina Minami,  Evelyn Song, Lakshmi Sridharan, Maria Karas, Leah Kosyakovsky, Lindsey Aurora

1) Welcome remarks 
a) Plan for consistency and slow steady growth for 3-5 year plan; still word of mouth for expansion
b) Next steps – focus on international growth in Prague (ISHLT)
2) Website 
a) All communication will be web-based 
b) Each sections Leads will need to learn how to send emails from website
c) Uptodate calendar available on the website with links to meetings
d) Website task person hired on a PRN basis (Curly) – will start with a Job Board
e) Ideas for the website include: 
i) Dates for conference submissions (ISHLT/HFSA/ACC etc); 
ii) deadlines for grant support (NIH, AHA, ISHLT, HFSA, AST); travel grants. Women as One 
iii) Other opportunities
3) Financials
a) Balance of $38,200 in account
b) Platinum sponsor - Abbott Laboratories – $20,000 annual sponsor
c) Annual Membership Renewals – will start soon
i) each member will be notified on the anniversary of their original membership.
ii) Auto-renewals (Curly) being explored - TBD
d) Cost
i) Expanded email plan
ii) Annual account fees $5000
iii) Legal fees
iv) Further website building (25-50$/hr) as needed
v) IRS - spring taxes
e) Potential to support research, travel grants etc. in the future
4) HFSA 2024 event – Saturday October 7th, 6 pm
a) Co-sponsoring Happy hour with Women in HF in the HFSA Lounge
b) Podcast to highlight women – with some focus on  WiTMCS (September 6 2023) – Ersilia, Katherine and Eileen
i) Recording to be added to the website when finalized and to be shared/blasted 
5) Legal update
a) iI the process of switch our ‘legal’ entity with documents submitted to IRS; we are incorporated in the state of Mississippi 
i) Will allow for a broader sponsorship 
ii) Would require patient-facing initiatives to fulfill this status
6) New sections - Fundraising, DEI added to Advocacy, Patient materials, 
a) Incorporated into the website
b) Other section suggestions
i) International recruitment; to have enhanced representation at meetings outside of North America; get business cards, etc.,
c) Folder of graphics (to share with the section leads) for talks
d) Interest for new section leads? 
e) Provide a new list of members interested in the different committees (task for PBillia)
7) ISHLT 
a) Opportunity for international expansion
i) Banner/advertisements  (exploring of methods of advertisement)
ii) Board meeting Saturday afternoon (RVSP needed – April 13th 2024)  and evening event 
8) First Elections (VP, Secretary, Treasurer) for January 2025
a) Call for applications August 2024
b) BOD of director selects top 3-5 candidates/position in September 2024
c) Ballots go out to members in October/November 2024
d) Results announced in December 2024
e) Sections leaders (unspecified terms) – need to think about passing the baton in q3-5 years. 
9) Open Discussion – next steps
a) Webinars in different stages of planning 
i) How to get involved into societies 
ii) Grant writing webinar
iii) What are the different grants
iv) What are the opportunities within our professional societies
v) How do we continue to fight the barriers
b) List of research interests of membership
c) White paper - Lack of women PI in the NIH 
d) HFSA is looking for volunteers for abstracts
Submitted respectively,
Phyllis Billia, Secretary on behalf of WiTMCS
Women in Heart Transplantation and Mechanical Circulatory Support // witmcs.com
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