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Minutes – Board of Directors Virtual Meeting
February 23rd 2023, 7 pm EST.
Attendees: Shelley Hall, Hannah Copeland, Katherine Clark, Phyllis Billia
1) Abiomed grant
a) Ready for submission
b) To cover ISHLT Happy hour (Saturday April 22nd, 2023, evening event)
c) Should be blasted by social media group
d) QR code? 
2) Annual meeting at ISHLT April 22nd 2023
a) Funded by Abbott – need estimate of numbers 
b) Could have some swag available (pads/pens)
c) Should be blasted by social media
3) Email packages
a) We will upgrade package at $24/month – to be paid annually
4) Transition of communication from general membership to members only after the ISHLT April 22nd event. 
a) The general group at large will be notified now. 
b) We will likely use the website for communication moving forward.
5) Social media should advertise to widely advertise (internationally)
a) Annual meeting lunch at ISHLT – members only
b) Happy Hour in the evening for anyone to attend  
6) Membership
a) Need a membership committee (1 interested member – Preethi Perlamarla)
b) Expand to include other societies (including surgical which is currently under-represented)
i) AATS in May/2023
ii) ASTS is not necessarily a good target society
iii) ISHLT to expand internationally
iv) STS could be another target for 2024
7) Finances 
a) ~8.5k in bank account after paying for all of the website costs
8) Working towards transition from non-profit to profit organization
a) Because of low income in next few years - easy transition 
b) will file with Mississippi and then need to get an IRS designation 
c) will model is with the Women in Thoracic Surgery
d) there is a need for community outreach for profit organization designation
i) we have a 5year grace period 
e) have to update the website and move to community 
9) Industry partners
a) Need the proper designation before we can be asking for donations
10) Swag
a) A series of things on the website already (taxes by payee not organization) 
11) Tentative agenda for Leadership Council meeting next week 
a) [bookmark: _Hlk128078413]Financial update
b) Website updates
c) Reminder for happy hour at ACC
d) Need social media blasts for all of our upcoming events
e) Reminder to sign up 
f) Need for a membership committee
g) Point of contact for committees and BOD 
Shelley - Education, Mentorship, CPR
Hannah - Advocacy, Early Career
Phyllis - Research, Social Media
Katherine - Fundraising, Membership, FIT
12) Website calendar – work in progress (pending) 
Submitted respectfully
Phyllis Billia
Secretary, WiTMCS
Women in Heart Transplantation and Mechanical Circulatory Support // witmcs.com
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